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5,

My dear Mr. President: =~ (MB

I very much appreciated your letter of
June 25, recommending Judge Cornelia
Kennedy for the Supreme COUrt vacancy
created by the resignation of Mr. Justice
Stewart. Many other distinguished people
spoke on her behalf, but I was particularly
pleased to receive your assessment of her
qualifications. She obviously is a judge
of ability and integrity, and I can say to
you that she was among those individuals
given the closest consideration.

I trust that you know I always welcome
vour judgement.

Sincerely,

The Honorable
Gerald R. Ford
Post Office Box 927
Rancho Mirage
California 92270
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GEralD R. ForD

June 25, 1981

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed is a letter T received from the five Circuit
Court Judges in Kent County, Michigan, endorsing
Judge Cornelia Kennedy for the vacancy on the United
States Supreme Court.

T personally know each of the five Circuit Court
Judges and greatly value their judgment of the qualifi-
cations of Judge Cornelia Kennedy who presently serves
on the United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the
Sixth United States Circuit.

Over the years, I have closely observed the judicial
performance of Judge Cornelia Kennedy as she has
served both Michigan and the United States court
systems. She has carried out her judicial duties with
great distinction and, in my judgment, would serve our
nation exceedingly well as a member of the United
States Supreme Court.

Warmest, best wishes,

Respectfuily,

The Honorable Ronald Reagan

President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20505
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'17TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

HALL OF JUSTICE

333 MONROE AVE.. N.W. c
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502

TELEPHONE {616} 774-3658
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GEORGE R. COOK,
Circutt Judge

June 19, 1981

President Gerald R. Ford

Dear Mr. President':

The Circuit Judges of Kent County urge you to bring to President
Reagan's attention Judge Cornelia Kennedy for the forthcoming vacancy
on the United States Supreme Court. Judge Kennedy is a former circuit
judge of Wayne County, a former United States District Court judge for
the Eastern District of Michigan, and is presently on the United States
Circuit Court of Appeals for the Sixth United States Circuit.

Judge Kennedy has been an outstanding judge, both at the trial
and appellate level. We believe her appointment to the Supreme Court
would be a great benefit to the nation and a singular honor for the
State of Michigan. In our opinion, she is eminently qualified to be
a Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States and we urge her

appointment.

Very truly yours,

Ny M{K s
STUART HOFFIUS, ChieZi%Bdge
- v

.// . e g I, T
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GEORGE V. BOUCHER, Circuit Judge
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HONORABLE CORNELIA KENNEDY

E.D. Mich. 6th Cir.
Court of Appeals
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" CORNELIA B. KENNEDY

Judge Kennedy, 58, received undergraduate and law degrees
from the University of Michigan (A.B. 1945; J.D. 1947). She
served on the Law Review at Michigan and following graduation
was a law clerk to Judge Harold Stephens of the United States
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. From
1948-1967, she was in private law practice in Detroit and from
1967-1970 served as state court judge on the Wayne County Circuit
Court. In 1970 she was appointed by President Nixon to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan. In
September, of 1979, Judge Kennedy was confirmed as United States
Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit. She has been rated "Well-
Qualified" by the ABA Standing Committee.

As a United States District Judge, Judge Kennedy published
more than 80 full opinions and was reversed relatively few times
by the Sixth Circuit. In approximately 14 months on the Sixth
Circuit, she has published 43 full opinions. Her written product
is extremely consciencious and thorough, albeit at times emphasizing
relatively tangential considerations and arguments., Her opinions
are clear and reflect what may be characterized as very good
analytical ability. Moreover, the quality of her work has improved
discernibly over the years.

One of Judge Kennedy's foremost qualities is a consistent
approach to recurring issues which evinces a generally comservative
judicial philosophy. She has demonstrated a reluctance to inter-
fere with decisions reached by legislatures, state courts,
administrative agencies, and even private associations, absent a
persuasive showing of error or irregularity. Her most controversial
decision -- and one which raised great opposition to her appointment
to the Sixth Circuit from individuals such as Drew Days -- reflects
this conservative viewpoint.

In United States v. School District of Ferndale, 460 F. Supp.
352 (E.D. Mich. 1979), Judge Kennedy, after an eariier refusal
was teversed by the Sixth Circuit, reached the merits of a less

"than clearcut school desegregation case brought by the Civil Rights

Division. 1In a thorough analysis which the Sixth Circuit
reversed, Judge Kennedy refused to find de jure segregation
warranting the requested busing remedy. Judge Kennedy held that
unlawful intent to segregate was not established merely by the
drawing of school boundaries "in a fashion which placed the
students in the school nearest their home.” Rather, she -
continued:

"to have denied the residents of this area an
elementary school conveniently located within one-
half mile of their home, while providing white
residents in other portions of the district with
schools within.such a half-mile, which School District
did, would have been discriminatory.”



Judge Kennedy has exercised similar conservative restraint
in other decisions. She has refused to hear federal antitrust
claims by plaintiffs with directly related state actions pending.
Moreover, she normally defers to lower court or agency -factual

‘determinations. - While having published relatively feéw criminal

procedure decisions, she has adhered closely to the current

Supreme Court view that, absent compelling circumstances, habeas
corpus review of state court convictions should be denied 1n cases
in which defendants waived or fairly litigated procedural objections:
in state courts.

Judge Kennedy consistently refuses to apply too expansively
procedural due process "notice" requirements under the Fifth
Amendment, for example, in cases involving class action settlements
or benefit terminations or employee sanctions. She has, in turn,
also sought to impose a reasonable degree of finality in statutory

 claims cases -- for example, under the Age Discrimination

Employment Act -- through application of statutes of limitation
and related procedural rules. : : .

Finally, Judge Kennedy has had experience in reviewing claims
lodged under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 and has been criticized by some
1iberals as having taken an unduly narrow view of the rights and
remedies conferred under that statute. '

Judge Kennedy is, in short, a highly respected judge who appears
consistently to apply to her opinions a conservative judicial
philosophy. Her work is generally well reasoned, if not always
outstanding in conciseness or insight. On balance, she should be
considered a very strong candidate.



CORNELIA C. KENNEDY

Born: - August 4, 1923 Detroit, Michigan

Legal Residence: Michigan

Marital Status: Married Charles Stuart Kennedy

1 child

Education: 1947 - 1947 University of Michigan
1945 A.B. degree -
1947 : J.D. degree

Bar: 1947 Michigan

Experience: 1947 - 1948 Law Clerk to Chief Judge

Harold M. Stephens, D.C.
Court of Appeals

1948 - 1952 Practiced law with her
‘ father, Eimer H.
Groefsema

1953 Practiced law with her
sister, Margaret C.
Schaeffer

1953 - 1966 Markle & Markle
: _ partuner

1966 — 1970 Judge, Third Judicial
Circuit of the State of
Michigan

1870 - 1977 U.S. District Judge
Eastern District of
Michigan

1977 - 1979 Chief Judge, U.S. District
Court, Eastern District of
Michigan

1979 - Present U.8. Circuit Judge,
- 6th Circuit Court of Appeals
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